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Finger on the Pulse     
by Dr. Faith Goldberg, Ebenezer Medical Doctor  

Children of the Holocaust 

If you ever get the chance to visit Yad Vashem’s Holocaust History Museum, I 

highly recommend it. The museum has undergone a transformation in the past ten years, 

with the addition of a long tunnel-like exhibition hall. You step from the bustle and bright sunlight 

of Jerusalem, into the solemn darkness of the reception hall, and are led through a series of underground 

exhibitions. Deeper and deeper you descend, into the stories of individuals, families, communities; until 

you feel there will be no end to the darkness. Unexpectedly, the floor of the hall takes an upward slope 

and the end of the tunnel furls open into a large balcony, with a stunning view of the hills of Jerusalem - it 

is one of the most dynamic and tangible experiences of hope I have had. 

More than seven decades after the Holocaust, life in Israel and in Ebenezer Home is still impacted by 

the genocide of the Jewish people. Today, the youngest Holocaust survivors, who were born in the last 

phase of the war, are over the age of 70. Ebenezer is now home to a number of residents who were 

children during the Holocaust. 

A lot of research has been done on the psychological trauma experienced by survivors and how this 

has shaped their lives and families. The emphasis is usually on various forms of post-traumatic 

stress syndrome; distressing nightmares, memories triggered by certain noises, smells and situations, 

heightened arousal in stressful situations. Less is said about the fact that many survivors have lived 

successful lives, in part due to skills learned through extreme difficulty. 

Attention of the media has now shifted to second - generation 

survivors, many of whom struggle with generalised anxiety and 

depressive disorders. They grow up with the feeling that disaster is 

just waiting around the corner and life is a continuous existential 

struggle.  

In Israel, Holocaust memorial-day is marked by an air raid siren that 

sounds throughout the country; most people stop what they are 

doing, motorists stop cars in the middle of the road and stand by their 

vehicles and observe two minutes of solemn silence. In Ebenezer, 

during the siren we stand by the side of the survivors; volunteers from 

all over the world (including Germany) Arab and Jewish staff 

members, united in our love for the Lord Jesus. At the end of the 

siren, one resident with tears streaming down her face said “It is still 

so hard to forgive.” It is a privilege to be just a small part of the 

healing process that looks forward to the building of a better future. 

To find out more about how you can be involved, contact us  

- info@ebenezer.co.il 

mailto:info@ebenezer.co.il


2 

Bread and Fish - Devotional 
by Johnny Khoury, Ebenezer Managing Director 
 

Most people avoid speaking about death. Several months ago, Ebenezer Home held a 

seminar on 'coping with dying, death and grieving'. Sooner or later, we all need to deal 

with death. Some Holocaust survivors refuse to talk about death, and they tend to 

silence anyone who tries to raise the issue, and one can understand.  

Holocaust memorial museum, Yad Vashem, serves as a 'mouth-piece' for survivors such as these, 

and others who are willing to tell their story. The readiness to share these experiences, however painful, 

is important for several reasons. First, to warn future and complacent generations, who have 

not personally experienced genocide, that similar horrible human acts can happen again. The prophet 

Joel says; 'tell your sons about it, and let your sons tell their sons. And their sons the next generation.' 

Joel 1:3. 

You will often hear people ask, 'Where was God in the horrors of the war (Amos 6: 10b.) or 

the Holocaust?' But the real question that needs to be asked is, 'Where was man in the Holocaust?' If it 

had not been for God, it would have been much worse! God was there in the miracles experienced 

by people, and through God-fearing people who helped survivors reach the end of the dark tunnel and 

to come out into the light of a new future. 

Secondly, opening up and sharing these memories, however painful, helps to release inner stress and 

is an important part of the healing process. Even today, there are some survivors who are not yet 

willing or able to share their experiences; this may lead to the pain breaking out in other ways. In light of 

the difficulty some survivors have in talking about their experiences, at Ebenezer, we try to listen not 

only with our ears, but through touch, empathy, patience and flexibility, understanding and love. This is 

one aspect of our vision for Ebenezer home. 
 

What's New?  
by Christie Livingstone, Ebenezer Home Secretary  
 

End of summer is a challenging time for the Home for several reasons. It’s time to 

prepare for the fall feasts, and this year all of them take place in September. We 

celebrated the Feast of Trumpets a bit early, as the Ebenezer family, so that on the actual dates both staff 

and residents could celebrate with their own families. It’s a time with lots of things to do – prepare a 

special meal, invite old and new friends of the Home, and for many residents – to visit their family 

outside Haifa. On the whole, it’s a joyous time for us who know that we have been redeemed by the 

precious blood of the Lamb, and will be concluded by the Feast of Sukkot (tabernacles) in the last week of 

the month – a celebration of God’s goodness and a hope of the time when we will be forever with Him. 

In April, we received another new resident. She came to us with much trepidation because of 

previous negative experiences. Because of this, coupled with being a Holocaust survivor, she was very 

withdrawn, unsure of what to expect and if she would stay. Three months have passed since she entered 

the home, and what a transformation! She is now very engaging, open and has a smile on her face! She is 

here to stay - a result of many prayers and practical care that she received from our staff and volunteers. 

This changing season of the year is a difficult time for our elderly, who often experience more coughs 

and colds and worsening of their current conditions. Just this week two of our residents were hospitalized 

and one was treated and released after a fall on the street. As we lift the needs of the residents and 

the Home to the Lord every morning, we ask you to stand with us in prayer. 


