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Newsletter 2/2017 
 

Shalom again, our dear friends!  
 

   There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the sun – Ecclesiastes 3:1   
 

As each remaining day of 2017 comes to its end, we feel all the more how fleeting time 

is. Often we don’t even consider the fact that with just one tick of the clock, one day 

becomes another. But each day is significant and important in the eyes of God. 
    

As we look back on the outgoing year, we can call it the year of good-byes. Several staff 

members left the Home – some to another job, others to study or take care of a new 

born baby. Hannah, our book-keeper, retired after 24 years of faithful service. Her send-

off lunch was emotional as we all grew to love her very much.  
 

But the most moving of all the farewells was when our social worker, 

Regina, went to be with the Lord. Regina came to us 21 years ago and from the beginning loved every resident 

in the Home. She loved her work and it was evident in everything she did. Regina had cancer several years 

ago, was treated and went into remission. Earlier this year she went to see her doctor about what she thought 

was a persistent back ache. Tests showed that the cancer had returned and she had only a few months to 

live. In our last newsletter we mentioned that she had started undergoing treatment. Regina continued to work 

until she was hospitalized and passed away on the last day of August. She was a blessing to us all and always 

said the Home was a great blessing to her. We thank the Lord for the privilege of working with her and thank Him for her life and 

testimony! 
   

2017 was also a year of many challenges. By August we were very short of volunteers and two of our nurse aides left as well. 

Thankfully, Sonya from Switzerland, who volunteered with us before, came in for a couple of months to fill the gap. By November 

several more volunteers arrived and we truly thank God for their love and devotion to the residents.  

   We asked Samantha, one of our volunteers, to write a few lines about her experience at the Home… 
 

“’Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world: For I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: 
I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me.  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee? or thirsty, 
and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee 
sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’ Matthew 25:34-40 
   Shalom, my name is Samantha, and I am a volunteer from the USA. I arrived 39 weeks and 3 days ago (has it really 
been this long?!), never realizing just how amazing and blessed my time here would be!  
   Back in the States, I work as a midwife assistant, and had also been my grandfather’s main caregiver for the last 3.5 
years of his life (he passed away July 9, 2016). Before caring for my grandfather, I never envisioned myself caring for 
the elderly, but I soon found myself thoroughly enjoying it. I had felt a calling to come serve in Israel for years, but 
knew that until my grandfather’s passing, I would remain in the states to care for him. Shortly after he passed away, I 
finally felt God opening up the doors, telling me it was time to go, and 
after searching for where He wanted me to serve while here, I was given 
information about the Ebenezer Home. As soon as I looked into it, I knew 
it was truly an answer to my prayers, and applied to volunteer here 
immediately. At first, not really knowing what was ahead of me, I 
applied to volunteer for the minimum 6 months. As the time approached 
that I was supposed to finish my term, I knew there was no way I wanted 
to leave anytime soon, and God continued to open doors for me to remain 
serving here, so I requested to be able to stay on for as long as possible! 

    

 Volunteers' trip to the Dead Sea . 

 

 Hannah's farewell party. 



 

 

   Serving here for me is a lifelong dream of mine come true…it’s a ministry…and not at all a job. Whether it’s caring 
for the elderly, working in the kitchen, the dining room, doing the laundry, washing windows or helping in the 
maintenance, I love it all!! Yeshua says in Matthew 25:40, speaking about serving and caring for those around us, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” When we help feed, 
change, dress, wash, or give a simple glass of water to these precious elderly, it should be done in the same care we 
would want to do to our King Yeshua, and I try to always keep this at the back of my mind as I serve each day. I love 
trying to find ways to bless and encourage them, to bring a smile to their faces, but so often find myself the one who 
is greatly blessed by them! We laugh so much together and even when there is a language barrier between us, I have 
found that love bridges that gap like nothing else ever could!  
There is a resident here who is so happy all the time; he shared with me how even in the midst of his aches and pains, 
when he gives God the glory and rejoices through it, he finds the pain lessens considerably! I had to smile as I quoted 
the following verse to him, "A merry heart does good like a medicine: but a broken spirit dries the bones." (Proverbs 
17:22) It’s so true "… for the joy of the LORD is your strength." (Nehemiah 8:10b) 
   But even beyond serving in Ebenezer, my time in Israel has been beyond the most amazing and special time in my 
life, spiritually, as I find myself drawing ever closer to my Lord and Saviour, with things in the Word coming alive to 
me in a whole new and much deeper way than ever before! I find myself so richly blessed and I just can’t help but 
greet each morning thanking Him and praising Him for yet another day to serve Him here! And although I left behind 
an incredibly special and very much loved family in the States to serve Him in Israel, God had a special gift awaiting 
me here…my Israeli family who I have come to love so very much! May we each continue to give Him each and every 
detail of our lives, serving Him with our whole heart, soul, strength, and mind!!  "And whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Yeshua, giving thanks to God and the Father by him."  Colossians 3:17” 

   Several of our residents have become frail and in need of extra attention and care. We have a pressing need for more nurse 

aides so please pray along with us for God’s provision in this area. 

In 2017 also welcomed several new staff members, one of them is Ilana, our new 

social worker, who has a lot on her hands. She has already come to 

know all our residents and has started a weekly musical gathering. 

Ilana plays the harp and welcomes the residents who have an 

instrument to bring it along with them to the gathering. Music is an 

international language, understood without words, and in our unique 

multi-lingual setting it’s very helpful in overcoming communication barriers.  

The drawing lessons for the residents have attracted some new participants. Most of them have “graduated” from simple pencil 

sketches to oils and watercolors under the guidance of Jonathan - a professional painter. These 

lessons have revealed some real talents. Each of them has developed a style, and each one’s 

paintings can truly be called ‘works of art’! You are welcome to visit the Gallery on our website 

to see the rest of the paintings.  

We are excited that our Home has been approved as a place where young people can do their 

National Service. This service is for those who for various reasons are unable to serve in the 

IDF so they work in schools, hospitals, nursing homes and many other environments instead. 

Being one of such organizations allows us to bring in young people who will be a significant help while enjoying all the benefits 

that the IDF gives to its soldiers. This is going to be a huge blessing for all involved! 

  We are engaged in a long process of stage by stage approval for our nursing ward project. We are at the stage of publishing 

the project in the newspapers in order to inform the neighbors and allow them to 

submit legal objections if they have any. This process will take a while and we need 

your ongoing prayers for all stages. Please pray that no objections will be raised; 

that the municipality will grant us a building permit as soon as possible and that God 

will give wisdom to our architect Amos and his team. 

We thank all of you for supporting us through 2017 and for your blessings and 

encouragement. Please continue to pray for the residents, especially the frail 

amongst them. Pray that we will do everything in God’s timing and keep in step with 

His Spirit as He gives us all daily grace. 
 

With the love of Yeshua our Savior, Christie Livingstone (for the Home) 

The design approved by the mayor's signature 

 

Painted by a resident! 
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