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Newsletter English 2/2013 

Our dear friends, 
 

In Malachi 3:6a God says: "For I am the Lord, I do not change!" Another year has passed and again we look back with 

thanksgiving and praise for our Lord's faithfulness, goodness and grace. 

This year was very much a year of comfort for us. At the beginning of December we had the Annual inspection by the Ministry 

of Welfare and we felt that the inspectors came with a realistic and practical attitude. It is encouraging and comforting to know 

that in this modern world where people are so often seen in terms of numbers, there are still those who see people as 

individuals. We thank God who not only numbers our days but also knows us by name! 
 

However, here are some figures for 

those who are interested: At the end of 

2013 the number of residents was 27, 

ten of them are 90 years and over and 

seven are between the ages of 85-89. 

The average age of the residents is 86. 
 

We thank the Lord for progress in the 

planning of the building of a nursing 

ward, but obviously, planning such an 

extensive project is complicated and involves many factors and many permits. There are a few alternatives that will allow us to 

use all our building rights and we are examining in depth the advantages and disadvantages of each alternative. After agreeing 

on the most suitable alternative, the architect whom we hired, (an expert in planning nursing wards), will send us a few 

simulations of the building. We hope to be able to present you with a simulation in the next newsletter. We truly appreciate your 

faithful prayers for this project for once we have the simulation plans there is still a long way to go to make it a reality. 

We are sure that not a few challenges are awaiting us, but when it is the Lord's will, He turns even our trials for good. 
 

In the meantime, until we have a nursing ward, we continue to rely on special permits given by the Ministry of Welfare for our 

dependent and mentally frail residents. 

Lately we received another special permit from the appeal committee, and this enables us to continue the care for one of our 

residents, who on the one hand suffers from severe dementia, but on the other hand is very mobile and needs personal 

accompaniment wherever she goes. The amazing thing is that despite her severe memory loss, when we pray, praise the Lord 

in song or read from the scriptures in her presence, she is filled with radiance and joy! Truly, her body is fading away and her 

memory betrays her – but the spirit testifies within her that she is the daughter of God! 
 

But not only the human body grows old, for signs of 'old age' are appearing in our building which is almost 38 years old. Our 

talented maintenance team has managed to 'revive' the air conditioning system to enable us to get through the summer, but the 

heating systems are in need of a serious 'surgical' procedure. Of course part of the consideration of repairing these systems is 

to make sure they will suffice for the future requirements with the addition of an extra floor.  

In addition to this, one of the big challenges we had was repairing the freezer in the kitchen, where a job we thought would take 

a few days, became a month long project! Because the entrance to the freezer is through the kitchen fridge, we also had to 

'freeze' the use of the fridge for a month. Meanwhile we used smaller fridges and we thank the Lord for the 'Beit Shalom' Hotel 

management who were willing to be flexible and happily helped us store our food. 

Each project requires many resources, and we thank all the organizations 

and churches that have helped us and enabled us to face these 

challenges. While my attention as a manager is spent quite a bit on 

technical matters, my wife makes sure we do not neglect the interior 

decor of the Home. This year we purchased new armchairs for the first 

floor and also new curtains for the Lobby, the prayer room and the dining 

room (As can be seen in the photo to your right). 

Morning outing at the Bat-Galim and Central Carmel promenade  

A Thanksgiving party with the residents' families - Dec. 13 



The Home employs about 35 workers (most are believers) and about an average of 6 volunteers.  Each one is an important 

part and a full partner in fulfilling the Home's vision.   

Every morning, at the end of the workers and volunteers breakfast, we 

dedicate about a quarter of an hour for prayer and reading the word of 

God together. We also have an annual workers trip and the volunteers 

help us by working so that most of the workers are able to participate. 

This year we decided to have an educational trip to Acre and the 

surrounding area with a professional guide.  

We were surprised to discover unique places that we didn’t know, and 

learnt much about the rich history of the city. 

  
 

We want to use this opportunity to ask for your prayers for the workers 

and the volunteers of the Home whose work is often quite exhausting. A 

special prayer request is for the husbands of two of our workers:  

Benjamin who is very sick and Joseph that had a very bad car accident!  

Please pray for their bodies and their souls.  

For the volunteers homesickness can be especially hard around 

Christmas time, since Christmas is a very family orientated feast. When 

the feast approaches it is our 'tradition' is to take them to a festive meal at a restaurant and end with desert and spiritual 

content at our home.  

We thought it would interest you to read about the work in the Home also from a volunteer's perspective, so we asked Daniella 

to write a few lines about the Home and she happily consented: 

"My name is Daniela and I am 20 years old, a volunteer from Germany. 

When I completed high school at the age of 16 I had the desire to experience a year away in another country.  It was not God's 

plan and timing for me to leave Germany at that time, but after I prayed about it He opened the door for me to come to Israel 

after I completed my housekeeping studies and had worked for another 2 years. I decided to come to Israel because my family 

had contacts here and they told me about the Ebenezer Home. At first I wondered if I was able to work with elderly people, but 

since I am here I have discovered that Ebenezer is a lovely Home - a Home for elderly believers in Jesus who came to Israel 

from different backgrounds and different countries. 

My job is to help the nurses in taking care of the elderly who need help for their 

everyday routine, it may be things such as bathing, changing and feeding them 

or it may be simpler things such as helping them take their daily walk. We 

communicate with them mostly in English.   

I never imagined I would enjoy the work so much, sometimes we even have 

funny incidents that make us laugh! Work with the elderly is rewarding because 

they can be so thankful and appreciative. 

I also very much enjoy working in the dining room and kitchen and helping in 

preparing meals. In my spare time I sometimes help with maintenance.  

I live in the girls flat with another 5 volunteers from different countries such as, Estonia, The Czech Republic, Finland and 

Israel.  Living together is a challenge at times but we love relaxing, talking and laughing together in the afternoons after work… 

As a volunteer I found a very welcoming home at Ebenezer. 
 

The Ebenezer Home warmly opens its doors not only to the volunteers but to all who 

are willing to come and visit. What especially gives the residents joy is to have families 

with children come and visit. We invite you to come and visit us - to bless and be 

blessed! As it is written in Psalm 92 14-15: "They shall still bear fruit in old age; They 

shall be fresh and flourishing, To declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and 

there is no unrighteousness in Him." 
                                   

                                          In the love of the Lord, Johnny and Shoshana Khoury 

Daniela helping with the repair of the freezer 


